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Poems I will write: 
1. 3 stanza couplet
2. 2 stanza quatrain
3. 1 haiku
4. 1 limerick
5. 1 free verse poem
6. 1 ballad (minimum 4 stanzas for academic and minimum of 6 stanzas for honors; chorus repeated at least once)

Poetry Terms to Know/ Learn
1. speaker- the person who is assumed to be speaking.
2. rhyme- recurring identical or similar final word sounds within or at the ends of lines of verse (ex. Farm/harm).
3. rhythm- the recurring pattern of strong and weak syllabic stresses.
4. lyric- the words of a song.
5. repetition- repeated use of sounds, words, or ideas for emphasis.
6. line- a verse of poetry- usually one row.
7. stanza- One of the divisions of a poem, two or more lines usually characterized by a common pattern of rhyme, and number of lines.
8. rhyme scheme- the arrangement of rhymes in a stanza or poem- usually aabb, abab, abcb, or abba.
9. assonance: identical vowel sounds- “o” in “roses” and “golden”.
10. consonance: using the same final consonant sound -“up” and “drip”.
11. couplet- a poem that consists of 2 lined stanzas that rhyme.
12. quatrain- a poem that has 4 lined stanzas and a set rhyme scheme.
13. haiku- an un-rhymed 3 lined poem that consists of 5-7-5 syllabic pattern. It originated in Japan and is usually about nature.
14. limerick- a silly 5 lined poem that has an AABBA rhyme scheme and a strong beat.
15. free verse- a poem that does not have a set rhyme or rhythm. Its main focus is on line break and how the poem sounds- using alliteration, assonance, and consonance to create this.
16. ballad- the lyrics to a song which tells a story. Every ballad should have a chorus and several verses.

Figurative Language I must incorporate:
1. metaphor- a direct comparison of 2 unlike things (The tree was my protector from the pouring rain).
2. simile- a comparison of 2 unlike objects using “like” or “as” (Her smile was like a beam of sunshine and brought joy to everyone).
3. personification- giving a non-human thing a human action or characteristic (The chalk screeched as the boy used it against the rustic blackboard.)
4. onomatopoeia- the imitation of a sound (Creek, the floor echoed as I tried to sneak back into the house.)
5. imagery/sensory details- words that appeal to one of the reader’s 5 senses (As the silver pan held in my mother’s oven mitt was in sight, a smell of sweet cinnamon apples was released into the air).
6. alliteration- repetition of the initial consonant sound (Gina jollily joked about George’s giant jelly bean). 
7. hyperbole- an extreme exaggeration (It took me an eternity to finish that paper!).

~~~A Couplet~~~
A couplet is a pair of lines that rhyme.

“My Brother Bert”

Pets are the hobby of my brother Bert. 
He used to go to school with a mouse in his shirt. 

His hobby it grew, as some hobbies will, 
And grew and GREW and GREW until—

Oh don’t breathe a word, pretend you haven’t heard. 
A simply appalling thing has occurred-
[image: MC900140515[1]]
The very thought makes me iller and iller: 
Bert’s brought home a gigantic gorilla! 

If you think that’s really not such a scare, 
What if it quarrels with his grizzly bear? 

You still think you could keep your head? 
What if the lion was under the bed

And the four ostriches that deposit 
Their football eggs in his bedroom closet

Why it could be a dreadful day, 
And what, oh what, would the neighbors say! 

1. How many lines are in this couplet?_________
2. How many stanzas are in this couplet?______
3. Describe in one sentence what the poem is about?


4. What is the tone of this poem? How do you know? 


5. Write the line that uses repetition and why do you think the poet used this? 



6. Find one example of figurative language. Write the example and identify it. 
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Let’s create a couplet! 
Our class 2 stanza couplet: 












Your 3 stanza couplet it must have figurative language! 



















~~ A Quatrain ~~
A Quatrain is a four-line poem. Its rhyme scheme may be aabb, abab, abcb, or abba.
· Example by Bob Tucker
“I hate it when Mom blows her cool.
Her eyes bug out, she starts to drool,
She grabs her head, pulls out some hair,
Does flip-flops up and down the stair.”
This pattern is called a a b b. The first line rhymes with the second (cool, drool) and the third line rhymes with the fourth line (hair, stair). 
Identify the patterns used in the following quatrains: Record your answers.
Quatrain #1
The sense of danger must not disappear: ______
The way is certainly both short and steep, ______
However gradual it looks from here; ______
Look if you like, but you will have to leap. ______
Quatrain #2
Chelsea had some chocolate milk  ______
but spilled it on her shirt.  ______
Jackson got his jacket ripped  ______
while rolling in the dirt.  ______
Quatrain #3
I eat my peas with honey, ______
I've done it all my life: ______
It makes them taste quite funny, ______
But it keeps them on the knife. ______




Jimmy Jet and his TV Set by: Shel Silverstein

“I'll tell you the story of Jimmy Jet --
And you know what I tell you is true.
He loved to watch his TV set
Almost as much as you.
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Till he grew pale and lean,
From "The Early Show" to "The Late Late Show"
And all the shows between.

He watched till his eyes were frozen wide,
And his bottom grew into his chair.
And his chin turned into a tuning dial,
And antennae grew out of his hair.

And his brains turned into TV tubes,
And his face to a TV screen.
And two knobs saying "VERT." and "HORIZ."
Grew where his ears had been.

And he grew a plug that looked like a tail
So we plugged in little Jim.
And now instead of him watching TV
We all sit around and watch him.”
1. How many lines are in this quatrain?_________
2. How many stanzas are in this quatrain?______
3. What is the rhyme scheme? _________________
4. Describe in one sentence what the poem is about?


5. What is the tone of this poem? How do you know? 



6. Find one example of figurative language. Write the example and identify it. 







Let’s create a quatrain! Label your rhyme scheme and use figurative language! 
Now write your own 2 stanza quatrain with one of the 4 rhyme schemes allowed. 
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LimerickTranquil and serene 
Water’s gentle ripples nudge 
Long boat’s sleeping soul 

1. What is this poem about? 


2. What figurative language is used in this poem? 


My ship floats the sea
I’ll drift to some distant place. 
Better get started! 

1. What is this poem about? 


2. What is the tone of this poem? 
Tiny white doves fall 
Slowly from the heavy sky 
Wings melt on my skin 

1. What is this poem about? 


2. What is the poet using the first line to describe? 


3. Why did they use “white doves”? 




A limerick is a five-line poem that tells a funny or silly story. Lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme. Lines 3 and 4 rhyme and are the shortest. There are beats in each line as well! Lines 1,2, and 5 have three beats. Lines 3 and 4 have two beats.

Remember: Lines 1, 2, and 5- rhyme and have three beats
Lines 3 and 4 rhyme and have two beats.
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There once was a young fellow named Matt
Who tried to parachute using his hat.
        Folks below looked so small
        As he started to fall,
Then got bigger and bigger and SPLAT! 
Graham Lester  
1. How many lines are in this limerick?_________
2. How many stanzas are in this limerick?______
3. What is the rhyme scheme? _________________
4. What is the mood of this poem? How do you know? 


5. Find one example of figurative language. Write the example and identify it. 


1. Choose the name of the person, place or thing your limerick is going to be about.
_______________________________________________________

2. Think about your first line (remember 3 beats)
_______________________________________________________
3. Think of your second line. Remember to rhyme with line 1 and it needs 3 beats. 
_______________________________________________________
4. Write two sentences that tell about your topic. What happens? They must rhyme. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Write your final line. It must rhyme with list 1 and 2. 

Limerick
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
_______________________________________________________




Alliteration- beginning with the same consonant sound.  It can be split up by a few words. 
Ex. Billy rented boats for Bobby’s party. – repeating bs make it alliteration 
Or 
Carlo caught catfish! 
[image: ]
Consonance – same ending consonance sound  
Pitter patter- they both end with tter 
Or 
Running and searching, she found the lost cat- they both end with ing 
[image: ]
Assonance- same vowel sound, at the beginning or in the middle 
Abbie ate a few too many apples. – the repeating a 
Or 
The moon sat high in the night sky.  – the repeating igh sound
Or 
Boo the fool who threw food in the pool! – the repeating double oo
[image: ]
Underneath each example label if it is consonance, alliteration, or assonance. 
	Maybe mom will make my favorite muffins! 
_____________________
	Weather can make a worrywart worry.
___________________

	Elephants eat everything they can get! 
___________________


	Thunder was heard in the tundra. 
___________________
	The scurrying furred small animal was in a hurry. 
___________________
	The boys name was revealed when the time came. 
___________________

	Ireland and England are my favorite lands! 
___________________
	The shell she sold spoke words of the ocean. 
___________________
	The runaway car ran into the busy road.  
__________________

	The boss wore a dress to impress the media press. 
___________________
	She’s a total loon in the afternoon! 
___________________
	What a proud round cloud.
______________________ 



~A Free Verse Poem~
What is a free verse poem?
*A free verse poem does not have any set rhyme and rhythm. 
*There should not be any end rhyme. 
*A good poet should work with the sounds of words to create music in the poem (alliteration, onomatopoeia). 
Line break in a free verse poem
When writing a free verse poem, you should put thought into where you break or end each line. Words that belong or make sense together should be placed together on a line. That might mean six words, a dozen words or only one word. 
~It makes sense to break after a sentence or phrase.
~You might want to stress a word by putting it at the end of a line. 
~Line breaks can be used instead of punctuation.
~A line break in an unexpected place can help create surprise, humor, or sarcasm in a poem
~Line breaks can help create a  shape to your poem.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tips on writing free verse poems
*Choose a topic that means something to you.
*Brainstorm sensory details (imagery) and figurative language about your topic. 
*Practice using assonance (identical vowel sounds like the “o” in “roses” and “golden” or “e” in “sleep” and “green”) and consonance (using the same final consonant sound, like “up” and “drip” or “pain” and “bone”).
*Practice line break- emphasizing specific words and phrases.
*Revise revise revise- once you think your poem is done, play around with the words you have written down. Try and replace boring words with new ones.  

“Words” 
I like stand-up words. 
Straight   still 
[image: MC900237158[1]]I like sit-down words. 
Couch crouch 
I like scary words. 
Whooo’s there? 
I like noisy words. 
Brrr! Grrr! 
I like happy words. 
Grin giggle 
I like funny words. 
Hoot wiggle 
I like sleepy words. 
Soft pillow 
I like sad words. 
Weeping willow 
I like pretty words. 
Beautiful cheerful
I like eating words. 
Break milk 

1. How many lines are in this free verse?_________
2. How many stanzas are in this free verse?______
3. Describe in one sentence what the poem is about?


4. What is the tone of this poem? How do you know? 



5. Find one example of alliteration:_____________________________
6. Find one example of assonance:______________________________
7. Find one example of consonance:____________________________





Now let’s try it….
Brainstorm topics for your poem: _________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Now, ask some people about the topics you wrote down. Choose one and circle it.
Now brainstorm figurative language for your topic
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Brainstorm words and phrases with alliteration, assonance, and consonance. 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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Now it’s time to write your poem. Remember (Academic 15 lines) (Honors 20 lines) and use alliteration, assonance, and consonance.  
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

~~ A Ballad ~~ 

Ballads are stories told in poetic form. Ballads are used as verses of songs, which can (but don't have to be) sung to music. Sometimes a lesson is told in the last phrase. A lot of country music is simply a ballad that is sung.

       Originally ballads were not written down and were passed down from generation to generation orally; the music helped people to remember the story.  They have a specific rhyme scheme, which is usually four lines long (either abab, or aabb, or abac, where the last line is a chorus line).

       There is a chorus which is repeated throughout the ballad and which sums up the story of the ballad. Here is an example of a popular ballad:

We Belong
By Pat Benatar

Many times I tried to tell you many times I cried alone
Always I'm surprised how well you cut my feelings to the bone
Don't want to leave you really I've invested too much time 
To give you up that easy to the doubts that complicate your mind

We belong to the light, we belong to the thunder
We belong to the sound of the words we've both fallen under
Whatever we deny or embrace for worse or for better
We belong, we belong, we belong together

Maybe it's a sign of weakness when I don't know what to say
Maybe I just wouldn't know what to do with my strength anyway
Have we become a habit? Do we distort the facts?
Now there's no looking forward now there's no turning back


We belong to the light, we belong to the thunder
We belong to the sound of the words we've both fallen under
Whatever we deny or embrace for worse or for better
We belong, we belong, we belong together

1. What is the rhyme scheme? _________________
2. Label the chorus. 
3. Describe in one sentence what the poem is about?


4. What is the tone of this poem? How do you know? 



Let’s try it! 
How to get started:

· To start your ballad, find one phrase, a line or two, that you like, and build your song from there.
Start by writing the chorus - you can repeat that over and over throughout the song leaving it unchanged or changing it only slightly each time.

· Then add the verses.

· If you know the story you want to tell, but you're having trouble putting it into a poetic structure, write out the story first. Don't worry about putting the story into verse yet--just get the key words down. You may find it easier to organize once the story is written.

Let’s get started!

Brainstorm below some different events that you would be able to write about.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Choose one event to write about and plan your ballad below.  When did this event happen? What happened? Where did it happen?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________





Now, it is time to write the first draft of your ballad.

· Use your brainstorming ideas above and then add more information about what is happening.  Arrange the information in a rhyming pattern (ABCB).
· Continue the story in rhyme, describing what happens next. You need to have at least 4 stanzas (academic) 6 stanzas (honors).
· Make sure you have a chorus that is repeated throughout the ballad.
· Describe how the story ends. Finish the last stanza with a thoughtful line to end your ballad.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

BREAK 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


Name ______________________________________  Date ___________ Block  ____________

Academic Poetry Unit and Scrapbook Rubric

Each grade will be based upon the true form of the poem (or figurative language) and having colorful and relevant pictures/clipart.


	Description
	4 – Expert
	3 – Apprentice
	2 – Novice
	1 – Needs Practice

	Cover page is decorative and neat – name is visible
	
	
	
	

	Page 1 contains a 3 stanza couplet which includes an example of a figurative language (underlined)
	
	
	
	

	Page 2 contains a 2 stanza quatrain with the rhyme scheme identified which includes an example of figurative language (underlined)
	
	
	
	

	Page 3 contains a haiku about nature with the correct syllable pattern 
(5-7-5).
	


	
	
	

	Page 4 contains a limerick that has an AABBA rhyme scheme and 13 beats.
	


	
	
	

	Page 5 contains a free verse poem of at least 15 lines. It must contain an example of alliteration, consonance and assonance. 
	


	
	
	

	Page 6 contains a ballad with at least 4 stanzas. One of these stanzas must be your chorus.
	
	
	
	

	 Pages show effort & creativity, including background pages, stickers, pictures etc. 
	
	
	
	

	Poems contain NO grammar or spelling errors
	
	
	
	

	Total
	

	
	
	




Total Points                      /36
Name ______________________________________  Date ___________ Block  ____________

Honors Poetry Unit and Scrapbook Rubric

Each grade will be based upon the true form of the poem (or figurative language) and having colorful and relevant pictures/clipart.


	Description
	4 – Expert
	3 – Apprentice
	2 – Novice
	1 – Needs Practice

	Cover page is decorative and neat – name is visible
	
	
	
	

	Page 1 contains a 3 stanza couplet which includes 2 examples of figurative language (underlined)
	
	
	
	

	Page 2 contains a 2 stanza quatrain with the rhyme scheme identified which includes 2 examples of figurative language (underlined)
	
	
	
	

	Page 3 contains a haiku about nature with the correct syllable pattern 
(5-7-5).
	


	
	
	

	Page 4 contains a limerick that has an AABBA rhyme scheme and 13 beats.
	


	
	
	

	Page 5 contains a free verse poem of at least 20 lines. It must contain an example of alliteration, consonance and assonance. 
	


	
	
	

	Page 6 contains a ballad with at least 6 stanzas. One of these stanzas must be your chorus.
	
	
	
	

	 Pages show effort & creativity, including background pages, stickers, pictures etc. 
	
	
	
	

	Poems contain NO grammar or spelling errors
	
	
	
	

	Total
	

	
	
	




Total Points                      /36
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The desire to reach for the stars
is ambitious.
The desire to reach hearts

is wise.
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“'OH CAPTAIN!"

Played by the
LEONARD FEATHER-DICK HYMAN ALL-STARS
Vocals by MARILYN MOORE, JACKIE PARIS and OSIE JOHNSON

{iachie Paris appears Uaugh e courtesy of EastiWest Records]
Side 1
Quintst, FEMININITY Vacal by arlyn Hoore) a3

Quartots YOURE SO RIGHT FOR WE (Vocal by Jacke Parls). 5:07
Octat: VOU DON'T KNOW HIN (focal by Narilyn Moore)... 3:47

Quartet HEY, WADHNE! Qosal by s Johnson) 355
ot WERE KOT CHILOREN ¥ocal by Marlyn Haoro and
Jaekle Fars) a6
Sito2

Quintot: ALL THE TIME tocal by Jecie Paris) 419
Quintet: LIFE DOES A GIRL & FAYOR tlocal by Warlyn Hoore) 55
Quartet GIVE IT ALL YOUVE GOT (Focal by Nerilyn Moore). . 5:53
Octets KEEP 1T SHIPLE finstrumental) 00
Quintst cats was ragordad Feb. 7, 1958, with Harry Edlson, trum-
pet otrtesy of Verve Records) Coleman Hankins, tenor sas; Dick
Hyman, piano; Oscar Pattford, bass; sl Jomnson, druns.
Quartst date was recorded Fab. 14, 1958, With Tony Scott, bartane
and tonor saxes and clrinet; Dick Hymen, sienos Ml Hinton,
bass; Oste lohsan, drams.

Octat date was recorded Feb. 14, 1958, With Art Farmer, trumpet
{couttesy of ABCParamourt Recorsly Jmmy Clewsand, trombane
courtesy of Emccy Recorce) Sah Sinsb, alto and bartone
Saxes; Ty Scolt, barilons sa and clarinet, Harry Ediser, tenor
and barltoro sexes ard alto flste; Dick Wyman, plane; Ml Hinton,
bass; Osie Johnson, drums.

Al music composed
Evans (RSCAP)

pubiished by Jay Livingston and Ray





